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September 30, 1998





TO:		FIRE-III Science Team and Participating Researchers





FROM:	FIRE Project Manager





SUBJECT:	FIRE-III Accomplishment Report and Future NASA Funding Plans





As we approach the end of the fourth year of FIRE-III, Dr. Robert Curran, Radiation Sciences Program, NASA Headquarters, has requested a report summarizing the accomplishments and future plans that each of the FIRE-III Science Team members and other participating researchers have made during the FIRE-III period.





For those researchers who are participating in the FIRE Arctic Cloud Experiment (FIRE.ACE) and who receive NASA support, the decision to continue NASA funding for the next 2 years (FY1999 and FY2000) will depend on the assessment of the progress and accomplishments related to the FIRE.ACE scientific objectives, as well as succinctly described future plans.  If data was acquired during FIRE.ACE, the assessment will include the status and plans for data management.  The assessment will be based on the recommendations of a small review panel (yet to be selected).  As a result of the review, the level of funding for each investigator is not likely to exceed the pre-FIRE.ACE level (i.e., FY1997 level), and may even be less.





For your information, the Radiation Sciences Program also plans to entertain the support of a small subset (6-8 proposals) of continued FIRE.ACE research beginning FY2001.  The emphasis will be on the closure of key scientific objectives and/or multiple collaborations.  As the funding support will come from the Radiation Sciences Program itself, there may not be a specific NASA Research Announcement, but perhaps a Dear Colleague letter.





For those researchers who were participating in the cirrus research component of FIRE-III, there will be no further NASA funding in FY99 as part of FIRE-III.  However, depending on a final go ahead by NASA Headquarters, it is planned to conduct the CRYSTAL (Cirrus Regional Study of Tropical Anvils and Layers) no earlier than summer 2001 in the tropical western Pacific as a natural follow on to the FIRE-III cirrus research.  We are hopeful to release a NASA Research Announcement (NRA) early next year with proposals due in spring 1999, proposal selection in early summer, and funding support in place for the last quarter of FY1999.  CRYSTAL will have two funding phases.  Phase A (FY1999.75 - FY2002.75) will include the planning, preparation, conduct, data archiving, and preliminary data analysis of CRYSTAL.  Phase B (FY2002.75 - FY2004.75) will emphasize detailed data analyses of the data collected and archived from CRYSTAL.  There will be no guarantee that Phase A investigators will be selected for Phase B.





The following forms are for your convenience.  Please feel free to modify or combine them as you see fit.





	a. Accomplishment Report (Form A)





	b. Significant Highlights (Form B)





	c. Future Plans and Budget* (Form C)





	d. Data Management Plans* (Form D)





	e. Bibliography (Form E)





	f. Metrics (Form F)





* - FIRE.ACE researchers only.





Both FIRE.ACE and cirrus researchers should submit Form A, at a minimum, and Forms B, C, D, E, and F if appropriate (or any combination thereof), to me electronically at d.s.mcdougal@larc.nasa.gov, or mail MS 483, NASA Langley Research Center, Hampton, VA 23681-0001, or fax to 804-864-5841 by October 15, 1998.





Please respond to this request conscientiously, as your contribution is needed for future NASA funding decisions, for periodic presentations by Headquarters and the project, and to keep the FIRE documentation current and complete.  If you have any questions or desire additional information, please contact me at 804-864-5832 or Dr. Curran at 202-358-1432 or rcurran@hq.nasa.gov.





Bob and I thank you in advance for your timely cooperation.











David S. McDougal


FIRE Project Manager


Atmospheric Sciences Division
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�
FORM A


FIRE-III ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT





Name:


Institution:








Prepare the accomplishment report of your research efforts as outlined below.  Since the reports may be distributed, avoid terminology and jargon which might be confusing or only understood by a few specialists.  Form A is not to exceed three pages.  Margins should not be less than 1 inch.





TITLE:	Title.





ABSTRACT:	The abstract from the original proposal (in 1994).





GOALS:	A few sentences on your long-term research goals.





OBJECTIVES:	A few paragraphs delineating your specific research objectives, 	especially as related to the objectives of FIRE-III.





APPROACH:	Describe the methodology and techniques that you used to 	accomplish your research objectives.





TASKS COMPLETED:	Describe the specific tasks completed during FIRE-III





FUTURE PLANS:	Briefly outline the tasks that you plan to address in the future.  Note 	that detailed future plans for FIRE.ACE may be expanded in Form C.





RESULTS:	Summary of scientific and technical results. Note that significant 	highlights may be expanded in Form B.  Brief references to the 	published literature may be used.





�
FORM B


FIRE-III SIGNIFICANT HIGHLIGHTS


